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“Thinking into the future is one of the most important things we can do.
Barry Hughes’s International Futures tool is probably the best around to
create scenarios of where our world and its various multinational regions are
likely to be headed over the next half century or more.”

—Frederick S. Pardee, philanthropist and former RAND systems analyst

This is the first volume in an ambitious new series—“Patterns of Potential Human Progress”—
inspired by the UN Human Development Reports (HDRs), the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
and other initiatives to improve the global human condition. The foundational element of those
initiatives—reducing poverty worldwide—is the focus of this book.

This book uses a large-scale computer program called International Futures (IFs), developed over three
decades and based at the Frederick S. Pardee Center for International Futures within the Josef Korbel
School of International Studies. The book presents the most extensive set of forecasts of global poverty
ever made—providing and exploring a massive, multi-issue database and a wide range of scenarios.
The forecasts are long-term, looking 50 years into the future, thereby anticipating the need of the global
community to think well beyond the MDGs. They are geographically rich, spanning the entire globe and
drilling down to the country level—even into the regions of India.

The second volume in the series will address the expansion of global education and
the third will turn to the enhancement of global health. Analysis of all volumes in the series
will draw on deeply integrated representation of a wide range of human development arenas,
including demographics, economics, politics, agriculture, energy, and the environment.
Full of colorful, thoughtfully designed graphs, tables, maps, and other visual presentations
of data and forecasts, this inaugural volume ensures that the “Patterns of Potential Human Progress”
series will become an indispensable resource for every development professional, student,
professor, library, and indeed, country analyst around the world.

Barry B. Hughes, series editor, is Director of the Frederick S. Pardee Center for International Futures and Professor
at the University of Denver’s Josef Korbel School of International Studies. He is co-author of numerous books and
developer of the International Futures computer model accessible at www.ifs.du.edu.
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